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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA FOOTBALL IN 1976
The Grizzlies, under the direction of first year head coach Gene Carlson, instituted 
the veer offense in 1976. The result was a more exciting attack. Montana threw the ball 
more (21 pass attempts per game) and utilized the rushing game effectively.
The Montana rush defense allowed only 163-yards a game to the opponents but had 
difficulty against highly regarded passing teams like Portland State, Nevada-Las Vegas and 
Boise State. UM gave up 196-yards per game passing.
Numerous freshmen saw valuable playing time in 1976. The 1977 sophomores are an 
especially talented and comparatively experienced group.
Although 14 seniors have left UM, their shoes will be filled adequately by last 
season's juniors and freshmen. Last season's sophomores are limited in number (nine in 
total).
Carlson's first squad at UM produced a 4-6 record. However three of those games were 
decided by a total of six points. UM lost the season opener to Nevada-Las Vegas 21-19 in 
Las Vegas, lost to Portland State 50-49 in Portland and dropped a 23-21 game to Northern 
Arizona at home.
1976 SCORES (4-6)
UM 19, UNLV 21 UM 19, NORTHERN COLORADO 27
UM 49, PORTLAND STATE 50 UM 12, MSU 21
UM 28, WEBER STATE 25 UM 21, ISU 17
UM 21, NAU 23 UM 19, IDAHO 28
UM 17, BOISE STATE 14 UM 45, SIMON FRASER 17
